Identifying Rhetorical Strategies: Logos, Pathos, and Ethos
Rhetoric: The art of using language persuasively and effectively

	Logos = Logic

The use of logic, rationality, and critical reasoning to persuade.  Logos appeals to the mind.  Logos seeks to persuade the reader intellectually.  

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.png]A T S (AT RE A—Y
Workers 25 1o 64 Years O1d by Educational

Aeinment: 19571599

g 155 s B it e and e

T,
Vrroad  Edwaton

. cocol s59.400
e
oo ol s100500
dam $25.300
% vasers
e
67w
o
s e
£s smeclue
1 b
adme

—
e



[image: image3.png]US. Population 1900 - 2100

o G gD g S (P S

S Low B Midde B Hgh

Minnesotans For Sustainability:
www.mnforsustain.org/united_states_population_
growth_graph.htm



[image: image4.png]Army Combat Uniform (Via U.S. Army PEO Soldier)
4_/— AACU with Boonie Hat

; Hook-and-loop tape-backed
Molsturesyicking tan T-shirt U.S. Army and last name tape

Patrol Cap constructed with double
‘thick bill and internal pocket

Mandarin collar worn in Tilted chest pockets with

the down position A X hook-and-loop tape closure,
S i optimized for use with the front
ACU with pin-on skill badges 4 % opening of the Interceptor Body

Amor (1BA) OTV
Hook-and-loop tape-backed.

rank and insignia 3 Infrared (IR) feedback American

) ) —— : Y flag that provides both day and
Elbow pouch with hook-and-pile tape . e | 3 night recognition for fiend or
closure for internal elbow pad inserts . : foe identification

Slide fastener front closure, 3 Integrated blouse expands for

reinforced with hook-and-oop tape, 4 increased upper body mobilty

which provides a smooth surface

when worn with the Outer Tactical . Hook-and-oop tape sleeve cuff

Vest (OTV) \ closure, which provides positive
n closure for all sizes

Three-slot pen pocket for easy
access, optimized for use with
the OTV

Expandable calf storage pocket with
hook-and-loop tape closte on the left
) and right legs
Knee pouch with hook-and-loop tape

closure for internal knee pad inserts | Combat Boot hot weather, or

- o Combat Boot temperate weather
Leg cuff with front closure tie, which

allows more comfortable closure on
the outside of the boot collar

ACU wom with the black beret  Mandarin collar worn in the up
position to keep out debris and
Hook-and-loop tape-faced shoulder  protect the neck when
pockets that allow for the wearing  wearing the OTV
of unit patches, skill tabs, and
recognition devices  Forward tilted cargo pocket
for easy access whether
Permanent R gjiine “kneeling, or
feedback squares  gianins incorporated
affixed to each  gagic grawstring for

shoulder for night- scitive closure on the
time identification left and right leg

Shoulder pocket
maximized for
storage when wearing.
the OTV—easily

ACU design is
maximized for use
with the OTV, with
easy access pockets
and maximized
storage space

accessible on the left
and right shoulders




Some Examples of Logos

· Appeal to the mind/intellect
· Draw from philosophy and logic
· Facts

· Statistics

· If, then… statements
· Definitions of terms

· Explanation of ideas

· Cause and effect 
· Details that come from objective reporting

· Logical reasons and explanations

"50% of marriages end in divorce"
Statistic


	Pathos = Emotion

The use of emotion and affect to persuade.  Pathos appeals to the heart and to one’s emotions.  Pathos seeks to persuade the reader emotionally.
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Some Examples of Pathos
· Appeal to the heart/emotion

· Draw from spirituality or religious traditions

· Stories or testimonials
· Personal anecdotes or stories
· Personal connections

· Imagery and figurative language that provokes an emotional response
· Visual images or words that inspire you to empathize or have compassion towards the idea/topic 
· Powerful words, phrases, or images that stir up emotion
· Details that come from subjective reporting
"My mother died of cancer when I was twelve.  I saw her pain and suffering which is why I want to support cancer research." 

Personal anecdote or story


	Ethos = Ethics and Credibility

The ongoing establishment of a writer’s or speaker’s authority, credibility, and believability as he/she speaks or writes.  Ethos appeals to ethics and character.  Ethos seeks to persuade the reader that the writer/speaker can be trusted and believed due to his/her noble character or ethical ways in which he/she is presenting ideas.
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Some Examples of Ethos
· Appeal to the writer’s/speaker’s believability, qualifications, character; relevant biographical information
· Use of credible sources (experts, scholars) and accurate
· Experience and authority: person knows the issues and has experience in the field
· Appropriate language: uses language of the discipline
· Uses tentative yet authoritative language; avoids sweeping statements like “Everyone is doing this,” “This is the only way,” “This will always work.”  Instead says, “The research suggests that,” “Some experts believe,” “In my experience,” etc.
"Before I was president, I was the governor of New York."

Experience and authority of person
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